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Task Force

We are continuing our dialogue with local medical
group and at this point it looks like a go that some time in the
spring we will have a representative here once a month on a
Friday morning to do free basic screenings for people. The
basic screenings will be checking glucose, heart rate, blood
pressure and the like. The goal is to make our facility and
hospitality available to the community around the church while
offering some basic help to people through a relationship with
the medical group. When the details and finalized and we are
ready to being a ministry opportunity will be available. We will
need someone her as a host for the couple of hours once a
month that the medical person is here and the church is open
to the community.

Sunday School Update

-Classes are in full swing including Adult Education class at
9:00am. The children are enjoying the curriculum and
having LOTS of fun! Come and stop by one of the classes
to see what we’re all learning.

Pastoral School Update

Rev. Mundell finished his last class session in January. He
now needs to finish rewriting his thesis and turning it in
completed by the end of February. If it is approved he will
then have to publically defend the thesis the week after
Easter. If his public defense is approved, he will then
graduate in May on Memorial Day weekend.
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February 2010 R Prayer Request
Cards

Please Keep In Your Prayers Remember that we
have prayer cards in the

pews that you can use for
any requests that you would

Please keep all those who are struggling with cancer in your prayers:
Ellen, Brittany, Jacki, Carol, Lori, Ed, Jim, Mary Jo’s Best friend - cancer,
Jil's Mother, Rev. Mundell’s sister-in-law Becca, Laurie (classmate of

Rev. Mundell). like us to pray for in worship.
Medical issues: Charlie, Julie, Gloria, Greg, Brian, Charlotte, Nita, Lisa, Fill out the cards

Joyce Doll's daughter — personal & medical, Lil Nick’s sister Lisa and  before worship and give

many unspoken requests. them to the ushers or to the
The family of Richard Howell as they grieve his passing. minister. Rev. Mundell prays

for the requests throughout

Stewardship Notes Communion Help
There is a sign-up
Two country boys talking, and one asked, “Billy Bob, if you had a million by the PA system for
dollars, would you give me half of it?” Billy Bob replied, “Lee Roy, you know | anyone who is willing to
would.” So Lee Roy questioned again, “If you had a thousand dollars, would you set up communion on the

first Sunday of each
month. If you know how
and can help that would
scratched his chin and asked, “If you had two hogs, would you give me one?” Billy be great. If you would like
Bob shouted loudly, “That's not fair, you know | have two hogs.” to help out just ask any-
one on the Board of
Worship & Community

give me half?” “Lee Roy, we have been friends for over twenty years,” said Billy

Bob, “and you know | would give you half if | had a thousand.” Well, Lee Roy

Have you ever heard people say something like that? | have heard many

people say if God would let them win the lottery they would give half of it to the Life to teach you. Thank
church, spend a lot on helping the poor, and live on the rest. We all need to you for ministering in this
understand that God never requires of us to give what we do not have. His way.

requirement is that we give to him what we have.

When we give time, talent, and money to God, it is blessed. There is in
Malachi 3:8-10 a blessing and a curse. The curse may be the absence of the
blessing. When something is blessed, it simply means it has the capacity to do
more than it would normally do. So which would you rather have: ten dollars
blessed of God because you gave the tithe, or ten dollars without the blessing of
God because you did not give the tithe? The real question is: Can ten dollars
blessed do more than ten dollars not blessed? The answer is ten dollars
not blessed can do only what ten dollars can do in our economy. Ten
dollars blessed of God can do what GOD CAN DO. So give what you
have and not what you don’t have and then claim God’s blessing.
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-story by Jerry Mixon
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Prayvers for the Month of February
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for
all things, to fear nothing but the loss of you, and to cast
all our care on you who care for us: Preserve us from
faithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds of this
mortal life May hide from us the light of that love which is
immortal, and which you have manifested to us in your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Last Sunday after the Epiphany

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son
revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that
we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ash Wednesday

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create

and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness,
May obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First Sunday in Lent

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to
be tempted by Satan; Come quickly to help us who are
assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the
weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to
save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Opportunities

We are also looking for anyone
who has an idea of a ministry that
they would like to see happen here
at Bethany. If you have an idea, let
Rev. Mundell know and we will see
what we can do together to serve
God.

Ministers Report for
Jan

-Meetings: 18

-Visitations: 7

-Hospital Visits: 2
-Baptism: 0

-Weddings: 0

-Funerals: 0

-School: 4

-DWCM Meeting: 1
-Vacation: 1

-QPR Training session: 1

Sign Ups in Fover

Please take a minute to look at
the following sign up sheets
posted in the foyer:

* Have the Bethany
Beacon e-mailed to you instead of
mailed

* Scripture reading or
leading a children’s sermon in
worship

* Sign up for auto deduct
(direct deposit) for offering instead
of writing a check each week.

* We would like to have
people volunteer to be
welcomers to the people
entering our church for Sunday
worship. Please take time to
sign up for this.
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From the Pastors
Desk

Phyllis Tickle, the founding
editor of the religion department
of publishers weekly, in her book,
The Great Emergence, argues
that Christianity is going through
a major reformation. More than
this, she argues that we can look
backward and map out a major
reformation every five hundred
years and extended into Israel’s
past another fifteen hundred
years before Jesus. This
reformation is something that
seems to affect all aspects of
human life, not just the church, it
is cyclical and results in a new
understanding of who we are in
relationship to God and to each
other and in what it means to be
a part of Christ’s church. These
periodic reformations shake the
very foundations of human
society and usually take about a
hundred to a hundred and fifty
years to develop.

When these reformations
happen a pattern can be
observed within the church as a
whole. First, a swelling in the
middle starts to take shape where
people begin to question
everything about the church
asking what is really essential to
faith and what is simply human
traditions. This often times shows
us that many of the things that we
thought were essential were
really just traditions and some of
the things we thought were
traditions were really essential.
As this spinning swelling
amasses in the middle asking
difficult questions two reactions

tianialhs fAlbA wlAaAA

The extreme left of the
church rises up and begins
shout for the need to focus
on social justice and tends
to push the social justice
so far away from the
central faith that it
becomes nothing more
than political action
divorced of the mission of
God and turns into a form
of idolatry lifting us and our
actions over God. The
extreme right of the church
also rises up and begins
shouting for morality, law
and the need for people to
get right with God.
Unfortunately the law and
morality get lifted up so
high that they replace God
and become a form of
idolatry as well.

The shouting from the
left and right side of the
church become an effort to
distract people from the
growing swirling middle
and the difficult questions
being asked by that
amassing swirl. Instead,
the shout becomes an
effort to silence the middle
and pull people to each
extreme so as to save
portions of the church as
they are and have existed
for the past three to four
hundred years. As this
shouting match grows in
volume more people
become aware of the
turmoil taking shape within
the church and rings form
around the central swirl

trying to renew the
A

church, to transform the
church, trying to recapture a
sense of the early church
and the like. All the efforts
are to make the church more
relevant in a time of great
change and to ease the
anxiety over the change.

Eventually what happens
in each on of these great
reformations, or as Tickle
calls them Great
Emergences, is a tipping
point is reached in the
central swirling mass and it
spills over reshaping the
whole church and
significantly affecting the
culture surrounding the
church as well. When and
what will cause the tipping
point only God knows and
when it comes, God takes
Christ’s church to a new
place to do God’s mission in
a new way for a new time.
Again, this is not a new
thing; rather God seems to
do this about every five
hundred years and has done
this with God’s people for
thousands of years. In the
end it is not about us but
rather about God and what
God is doing in God’s world.

So the questions that we
need to ask are what is God
doing in and around us here
at Bethany in this part of
Oshkosh? Who does God
need us to reach out and
serve? How are we going to
live out God’s call for us as a
church and as individuals?

God’s Grace is Sufficient
Rev. Kevin P. Mundell
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a Tt e -- | am looking for a volunteer to
B February 2010 sew some new bags for the children
to use during regular Church service.
February Schedules: | have some ideas on what the bags
) are going to hold, so they will need
Usher Schedule: to be bigger (much!) than the ones
Feb7 Dave Zillges & Bill Hughes we fllave nor:fv Gnd possifblz have
pockets to hold some of the items in
Feb 14 Glen Pollack & Jeff Pollack them. | am also looking for someone
Feb 21 Ron & Lil Hansche to donate some material for these
Feb 28 Dakota Mundell & Kelly Mundell bags as well. Please contact Kim

Krukow if you can either sew or
donate material. Thank you!

** Ushers: please note there are slips of paper for

worship & nursery attendance. Please fill them out and '

put in offering plate.

[
Nursery Schedule : )
Feb7 Lori Felix Upcoming Events
Feb 14 Kathy Schneider Feb. 17" Ash Wednesday
Feb 21 Carol Wiechman Mar. 13 Next Pizza sale
Feb 28 Laura Bartotto March Semi-Annual Meeting

April 4 ™ Easter
Looking for something to do?

On the first Sunday of Epiphany, the church season where we focus on Jesus’ life and ministry, we were challenged in
worship to pick a gospel and read a chapter a day during the six week season. In February we will enter the season of
Lent as our preparation for the Easter Celebration. The Task Force has been working on a challenge for us for Lent. Here
are their words of what that challenge is.

As the Task Force we have realized that it is God’s call for each and every one of us to reach out to the world
around us sharing our faith through word and deed. This is what Jesus tells us in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Dand
teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the
age (NRSV).” So in order to help us do this we have put together some basic understandings of our Christian faith.

We felt the best place to begin was with the five core beliefs that came out of the Reformation and then add
some core understandings. Why here? Because as the United Church of Christ, our denominational roots came from
what is now called the Protestant Reformation. This was a series of events centered around Martin Luther in the early
1500’s when he lead a movement to reform the Catholic Church and bring her back to what he believed was a more
faithful way of living in relationship with God. The Catholic Church, in response, kicked out many of the reformers and
labeled them “Protestants,” which means protestors. Our denomination is one birthed out of the belief that the universal
church, Christ’s church needs to always be reforming to remain faithful to God. The reformers had five core beliefs that
have held all Protestant denominations together for the past five hundred years.

We would like to present each of these five core beliefs as a beginning point for us here at Bethany and then
add some more to enhance our understanding. During lent we are going to list each one in a simple format in each
worship folder, in an easy to grab handout, and on our website when we are all done. Our hope is that you will find them
helpful in strengthening your faith and your ability to share you faith with others.
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries
Feb 1 Ron Hansche
Kevin Mundell
Feb 4 Kathy Poeschli
Kevin & Carolyn Percival
Feb 6 Laura Bartotto
Feb 8 Carol Wiechman
Feb 17 Andy Hasley

Announcements:

- Congratulations to Kevin & Carolyn Percival as they are hosting for the spring and exchange
study through one of the Oshkosh Rotary program from South Africa. Their new daughter is
named Mpume and will be living with them for the spring and attending West high school.
Mpume speaks very fluent English so feel free to welcome her with a Bethany welcome and
talk to her about her home country and her life here.
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- Thoughts on Prayer from Martin Luther: Prayer has nothing to do with whether we feel we are
or are not worthy to be heard by God. Prayer must not be based upon our personal worthiness
or the quality of the prayer but rather prayer must be based upon the unchanging truth of God’s
promise. We pray because we are unworthy to pray. Our prayers are heard precisely because
we believe that we are unworthy. We become worthy to pray when we risk everything on God’s
faithfulness alone. What is important is to honor God’s truthfulness. A lack of faith is what
condemns us, but confidence in God is what makes us worthy.

- | need to apologize to the people whose names | did not have posted in the Birthday section
last month. We had a system update and some were deleted. | believe we have this situation
fixed now — let me know if | missed anyone. | apologize to: Bruce Blechl, Jeff Pollack, mike
Williams, Kirk Versteegh, Betty Pollack, Nadine Shreiner, Alissa Pitzen, Jim Galow, Janet
Sohrweide, Ryan Pollack and Roger Wiechman  for missing your January birthdays!

Kim



